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Units Keep Electronic '‘Watch'

B Communications netwook al
Comp BRilea {2 manned
around-clock during alr na-

i ‘ _ T tional guard training, Genera-

tor unit ol laft provides power
for operators in hul.

e e .

B A/3c Cal Callway. Portland, examines teletype tape In
radio relay center. Messages are relayed as necessary.




Air Guardsmen i

Training

On 'Round Clock Operation

By ED BALLARD

About 500 Air National
Guardsmen, mostly frem Port-
land, are in iraining at Camp
Rilea near Astoria, preparing
themselves to take over mili-
tary commundcations for this
area If an enemy altack should
“knock oul” Portland.

The men at Camp Rilea are
in continual contact with other
squadron members who are
camped on various mountain-
sides and high Tidges in north-
wostern Orepgon and Washing-
ton. They maintain communica-
tion by voice radio and radio
teletype.

Most of the aroups must be
located on high ground, be-
cause the radio frequency the

Guard unifs use requires trans-
mission in a straight line. Any
obstruction will block out the
signals “such as it would the
beam from a flashlight” ac-
cording to Lt Col. Alkert E.
Garvin of Portland.

Garvin commands the 24ith
Radio Relay Squadron. Because
of this requirement imposed by
the frequency, some of the out-
Iying groups are stationed in
pretly rugged territery. One
group is operating in five feel
of snow on Mt. Hood.

The main message center is
at Camp Rilea. There the train-
ing messages are written and
sent 1o a relay cenler. Al the
relay cenler the messages are
reproduced as many fimes as

necessary, depending on  the
number of “addressees”—out-
lying groups. From the relay
center the mezsage destined for
an addressee is transmitted {o
one of several small communi-
cations huts where the message
is radioed by voice or leletype
1o the groups on the monntains.

The huts, where the long-dis-
tance radio transmitting and re-
ceiving is done, are dispersed
around Camp Rilea. The
Guardsmen are on a duty
schedule that requires these
huts, as well as the message
center and relay station, to be
oceupied and communicating
around the clock.

Accarding to Col. Garvin,
there are 1wo reasons for main-
taining around the clock opera-
lions. One Teason 1s o provide

realistic emergency-iype train-

ing. The other is 1o keéep walch
over the very valuable equip-
ment containéd in the various
buildings and huts.

These Air Guard unils are
nof designed fully to replace
the knocked-put civilian and
military communicalions  sys-
tem of a metropolilan area.
They are only supposed to pro-
vide the emergency equipment
and manpower 10 see that mili-
tary communicalions ¢an con-
tinue despite such a disaster.

In theory, these units will
eventually be able 1o take over
in case present Air Force faell-
ities, such as those recently
dynamited in Ulah and Idaho,
were destroyed.

Faor the time heing the unils
centered al Camp Rilea are de-
signed only to compensate par-
tially for a major disaster in
which all communications in an
area Is destroved.

The Guardsmen have been on
duty since June 10 and will re-
main unti! June 24, Doring the
remainder of the vear, they
meet one weekend 3 month.



Communications Group
Trains At Camp Rilea

ASTORIA (Special) — More
than: 350 ‘men of the Air
National Guard's 252nd Com-
munications Group began lwo
weeks  summer  fraining  at
Camp Rilea on Clatsop Plains
during the weekend.

L. iCal, Wallace Difford,

kane, Wash., conpmanding
officer, said gnother 350 men
are in scattered detachments
pasted from Tillmmnok as far
ag Camp Murray, Wash.

There are oaly four units of
this kind in the nation Col.
Difford said. The unit's: prim-
ary function 15 transmission of
messages hy teletype, radin
and other means. I carries ils

own. power plants so0 it can
operate without dependence on
ather sources of power supply
and so it ean funclion in emer
gencies when normal commil
nications brenk down.

Unit Prepared

Difford said the unit musl be
prepaced o pack up and be
ready to-go anyvwhere on earthi
within s hours, |

The aroip has four  sub-|
ardinate organkzalions, includ-|
mg: the 143nd Communications:
Squadron of Portland, com
manded by Lt Col. John &
Nelgon: the 244th Radio Helay
Squadron  of Portland, ™ ¢ome
manded by i Cnl. Alhert F.
Garyin; the 252nd  Commani
cations gadran’ of Belling-
ham,  Wash,, commanded by
| Lt Col, Samuel Péach, and a
delachment of the 22150 Radio
Helay Sguadron of Garland,
Tex.

Difford said the proup was
|m!g.'zr1;-?.er| only Inst. Janusry
tand thal this 1s the lirst time
il }d'aasﬂmtmimrﬁ ag ;:‘nli.. He
sl Eroup expects to re
turn next mrpnm- and conduc!
mone ve traintng.
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¥ A/lc Bussell Gartkrell, Porl-
land, (left photo) talks by radio
telephone wilh another
guardsman many miles away
al Maselle Rldge regarding
the stallc easing on phones,

e

B T/8ql. Jerry Olson, Portland,
(righ! photo) talks by radio
with one ol groups oulside
Camp Rilea. Communication
Is carried on by either radio
or telstype.
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RAY WING PHOTOS
® A /3c Steven Grogan, Vancouver, Wash., displays train- EA/3c H. D. Johnson. Portland, tesis radio paria.by examin-

Ing aid used o illustrate electrleal elrcuils to new trainees. ing pattern projected on oscilloscope. This equipment waa
loaned 1o air national guard by Tekironix Corp.




