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HEADOUARTERS ﬁfﬂ#ﬁﬂ_/_lf
OREGON AIR RATIONAL GUARD
Portland International Airport, OR 97218
cC 9 February 1978

Nomination for Oregon Rational Guard Assoclation Mimuteman Jward

TAG/ AFDA

|

1. I would like to nominate the 244th Combat tions Squadron
and Flight for award of the Oregon MNatiomal Guaxd /sseciation Minuteman
Awerd for their participation in the Happy Fire in the Mt. Hood Mational
Forest.

2. On 2 MAugust 1977 under the terms of a support agreement with the UZ
Forest Service the 244th Combat Communications Bquadron and Flight re-
caived a call for assistance with a forest fire burning in the Mt. Hood
Hational Forast. The call was received at 1800 and the two commmieations
units swung into action. A Cowmand Post was sat up and
communications ven had deployed to the fire area. Working through the
night three relay teams and two terminal teams intalled & 60-mile lone
FH radio/telephone network in the area to provide tha
commnicetions oetwork. Terminal teams were deployed
Service Headquarters at SE 195cth and Division Sts; Raad Fire Camp south-
west of Estacada, OR; and relay teams to: Larch Mp, Oak CGrove Butte
and Whale Head Mt. This system provided the forest service with a 12
channel communications system, the Fire Boss used five chamnels for
telephones and one chamnel for facsimilie to coordinate and suppert the
direction of the fire fighters.

3. 'This system of two terminals, three relays snd the Commsnd Post was
mannad around the clock for six dsys. The manpower was provided mainly
by highly skilled Guardsmen who quickly responded to the call,

4. After six days of operstion the Forest Service had the fire suf-
ficiently under control and the commnications system was returned to
the basa. Letters of apprecistion were received from the US Forest
Service stating that the flexible and high quality communications capa-
bility had grestly helped to contain a fire which had been expected to
burn an area of 600 screa to 200 acres.

5. The publicity which the 244th Cmbt Comm Sq and Flt received on local
mmammmimlmmﬂxﬂlmumymhu
the Oregon Natlional Guard. Further publicity has been received in the

National Guardsman and the AFCS Intercom as well as the USFS Green Sheet.

| SIGNED .|

PATRICKE E. O'CRADY, Brig Gen, OreANG
Commander
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U.S.FOREST SERVICE P.0.BOX 3623 PORTLAND,ORE.87208

G=14~77

Dear Keith:

I thought you folks mighlt be interested
in sesing how we used the story on t he
cooperntive agresement. The Greensheet
goes to about 5,000-plus Forest Service
employees in the Pacifie NSrthwest
Region (R=-6), Oregon and Washington.
I1'11 try and attend your next fire

¥,

] - -
Youting so I can get a better idea of

2R 0l

what goes on.

'.'i_ﬂgFlI'l.':.El ;

lm Hughes

PS- [/u~ also
a topy 72 Cosny. Austiin .




ANG communications net available for

Communicition between remote Dre
camp locations and the outside world =
often & problem ind abways o vitel necessi-
tv. but it shouldn't be o problem anymore
om the ML Hood Mational Forest,

The M1, Hood and the Cregon Adr
National Gurd have “batibe eaed”™ a
conperative agrecment which plaiccs an
glnborate communcanons capability e
the disposal of Mt. Hood frefighting
leadership

The test came in early August on the
Huppy Fire when the Aar Guoard’s 2441h
Combat Communications S<qupdron st
op and operated o mdio relay network
linking the fire camp with the M Hooed
supervisor’s office.

Adr Guard and Mt Hood personnel
agreed ol & récent eritigue that the sysiem
worked welland can be improved on fwture
fires, thunks to kessons learmed on the Hap-
py Fre,

“Noaw provided us with an excellen
service, I filled & woid we've alwayy had,
and that's good commiamcations with o fine
camp out in the boondocks someplipce,”™
susd M1, Hood Supervisor Dale Rohen
S0

“We were prodd to do i, respended
Maj. Keith Hallmark, deputy commander
of the X4ih. “This works hand in plove
with our military mission — 185 one of the
fow things we can do m community ser
vICE

The system allowed Happy Fire staff
prople to pick up a telephone and tolk
directly with & counterpart in the Mi.
Hood torest supervisor’s office. A fvcsimile
wits ilso pvarlable to ransmil mnps and
ather material, Five tele phones were in use,
plus thie Tucsimibe.

Iromically, the Happy Fire was in the
same arci where Muork Luedike, anm Adr
Ginard offcer and loggng engineer, [irst
gl the icles several veurs ago for the Fores)
Service 1o utilize the Guards ecom-
munecations capability on fires

Tumac Mountain

| St from Page Dinal

rither hesstantly, “We call it the Twe Macs
sountain’

“He then 1old of two Scoich
sheespherders, MelDoll und McoAdom, who
wwcd to race their hands (o 1y and b Tt
to get pasturage on this mountain. Lspelled
two as Tu and added the ‘mac’ to it Qoo
Tomae, which makes as fine a looking In-
dian mame as 1 will ask yvou to find
Wiy W BETe, .'l.-1:|.' Euess s that 1 takes humaor
ag well as whimsy 1o name names,™

I'ma GREENSHEET i8 pubifghed Twice
wach month by tha Cifice aff nfarmaiion
Pacific Norirwes! Hegion, Foves! Sarvice,
WS Dopartmeant of Agricadfieg = PO Box
2623, Porliong, Oregon 87208 Jim
Mughsy, Enifgy; Garnel Lowe #nd Kurf

In 1974, the Mi. Hood and 244ch
Sguvadron Deld tested the system during a
summer training period, and concluded
1hiat the wlen was lTepsable, Sinee thal Lome,
Coigird  people have lociied 63 possibhke
comnunications wrmingls and [3 relay
points on the Forest. Up 1o 12 radio-
iekephones con be used 1o link the hirecamp
and supers mors oflice, plus '.:'|-|.'!3.|:r|.' and
[pestmile systems.

S we've gol Lo gel our lire bosses
wsed Lo e iden that they con ask Tor meore
tham ome telephone,” 2aid Al Boucher.
assastioni Me Hood fire stafl officer.

The coo PETHEIVE BEICCITMENL Was £Orm
|'|§-_'|;|_'~|_1 in Augpust ol 1976, just ong Year
belore 1t was |'l|.|| imfo petunl we on the
Happy Fire, The agregment provides for
the Chregon Miliwmry Department o be
reimbursed for costs incurred. Guard peo-
phe were on the Happy Fire Augusi 2-7

e bl hoppened, the Happy Firewas in
a lesciibion pet yel surveyed by the 2449h.
Ihere wais saime loal time before the system
became fully operational, but swch dd
ficultics nre mot anticipaled in the Tuture

[epending on the location, the 244th
proimises @ two te three hour responsc
fime. “Dhur eguopment is ready 1ooroll, and
we like o provide high guabty com-
munictions right ofl the bat,” said Chael
blasier Sl Bob Michell, squadron com
mmIEEL IS AN LERANCT SUPEryiseT

The apreement  will e modificd
sanrmewhng, based on discussion a1 the re-
cend critigue, but i appears that all syvsieims
are “pi” for the M Hood's next project
fire, il und when,

"Fire is a preity serions busiress. 1

Ay

Hood fires

John Wilsan, M{. Hood fire sfalf
officar, ang L. Col. Mark Lusditke,
Oregan Air Nafional Guard, were
pholagraphed in 1874 as Wilson
caligd hig office via a radio raday
feigphone af Timolthy Lake

Iets us gel close o our combul mission
without being shot ol or having Lo shoot gt
somcnie,” commented Brg Gen, Starvi
Austing deputy adjutant generad for the
State of Oregon
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Equipment such as this is used by the Oregon Air Nalional Guard o ralay
vaice, facsimile and teletype fransmizsions befween the Mt Hood NF super-
vigor's oflice and remofe fire camp locations. This photo was takan in 1074
an Clear Lake Bulte during an early fielkd tesf of the sysfem.

[2]

Austarmanr, Aseds e Edinms

LF US GOVERMMENT PRINTRG OFFICE 5507 - 78801843
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teome were deployed by 2255 hrs(loeal) 2 Aug 1977. A fully cperstiomal

systom was handed over to forest service offieials at 1030 hre, 3 Mug 77
and vas ukilised contimmoualy thru 1000 hrs, 7 Aug 1977 at which tima ths
unit was recalled.

st

« MANNTHEC:
Thirey twe persomne’, 13 technicimns apnd |9 veelkend Cusrdsmen were
ordarad to State Active Duty ia support of the Happy Fire actiomn. A

cotal of 1800 man-hours were axpended Ly this unie, including Conmand
Poot and Te-supply teams supporting operating sites with food, fusl and
spare equipment. Of special interest is the ratio of participation
batween full cime technicians and “weskend” (uardsmen. By phasing in
freash teams, ogystem manning chmmged over the period from 50% technlcion/
50% weckender to a high of 70T waskender mamming, verifying our conteation
that wockend percommal can effactively participats in civil emergency
activitias when called upon to do so.
&, RESULIS:

The U.S, Forest Servica expressed complete satisfection with this [irst
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UniTeD STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE
Mt. Hood Mational Forest
2840 5.E. 195th Ave.
Portland, Oregan 97233
L2130
Septembar 22, 1977

Military Department

State of Oregon

2150 Fairgrounds Road W.E,
Salem, OR 97303

Gent lemen:

I would like to take this time to express my thanmks to the
Military Department and especially the 244th Combat Communications
Squadron (Contingency) (A.N,G.), headquartered at Portland
International Airport, for the very fine communications service
that the 244th furnished to the Mt. Hood Naciopnal Forest, in
early August, on the Happy Fire.

The response was very good, and the communications that were
provided were by far the best we have had on a project fire on

the Mt. Hood, We will most certainly want to use these facilities
and services again, when we have a serious project fire on the
Forest.

All the personal of the 244th were very cooperative and performed
in a very professional manner,

I also felt that the mesting at the 244th Headquarters om August
25, 1977 wag worthwhile and productive, It was a pleasure Lo
meet General Austin and the Staff of the 244th,

aincerely,
=l

Z L i le KlferToom

F. DALE ROBERTSON
Forest Supervisor

Sil-10 [ ey



8G5 (22 Sep 77) 1st Ind
BUBJECT: Letter of Apprecimtion

Military Department, State of Oregon, Salem, OR 97303 & October 1877

TO: Commander, HQ OreANG, PIAP, Portland, OR 87218

It is a distinct pleasure to forward letters of this nature, The assistance
the 244th Combat Communications Squadron rendered the Mational Forest Service

enhances the prestige of the Oregon National Guard and those who serve in it.
I add my personzl congratulations for a job well done.

(7 el

RICHARD A, MILLER
Major General
The Adjutant General

2nd Ind 23 October 1977
Hg OreANG/CC
T0: Commander 244 CMBRTCSE

I am very pleased to add my comments to those expressed by Mr. Robertson
and Ganeral Miller. This support program will serve to enhance all
citizens of Oregon in maintaining and protecting a most vital resource
and industry. Additicnally, the professional capabilities demcnstrated
by the men and women of your unit have brought credit and recognition

to the Oregon Air Hational Guard and to themselves. Please extend

by sincers appreciation for this most noteworthy accomplishment.

Rk 8 okl

FATRICK E. O'GRAD Brig Gen, CreANC
Commander



BGS (14 Sep 77) 1lst Ind
SUBJECT: Letter of Appreciation

Military Department, State of Oregon, Salem, OR 87303 & October 1977

TO: Commander, HQ OreANG, PIAP, Portland, OR 97218

It is a distinct pleasure to forward letters of this nature, The assistance
B8gt Gail E. Spaulding rendered the National Forest Service enhances the
prestige of the Oregon National Guard and those who serve im it. 1 sdd my

congratulations for a job well done.
-
; .yl

RICHARD A. MILLER
Major General
The Adjutant General

2nd Ind 22 October 1977

Hg OreaNG/CC

TO: 244 CHMBTCS/CC

I am very pleased to forward Mr. Robertson's letter and General Miller's
indorsement, SS5gt Spaulding's contribution in support of Mt. Hood
Forest Service suppression of the Happy Creek foreat fire is commendable.
Please extend my appreciation for his most noteworthy accomplishment.

G
Qi sa~%
FATRICK E. O"'G 7 Brig Gean,; OreARG

Commandar
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MILITARY DEFPARTMENT
ETATE OF OREGCH
2150 Fairgrounds Bd. HE
Balem, Oregon $7303

SPECIAL ORDERS
NUMBER G-Th 4 October 1977

Pursuant to the reccmmendations of the Military Department Awards Board
and authority conteained in OreANGR 900-9, announcement is made of the award
of the OREGON NATIONAL GUARD CERTIFICATE OF CCMMENDATION to the following

pamed individoal,

STAFF SERGEANT GAIL E. SPAULDING, 518-36=U411
244th Combat Communicatlons Squadron
Oregon Air Hatlonal Guard

Sergeant Spaulding is clted for his outstanding performance of duty during
the State active duty deployment to provide cowmunicatiome for fire fight-
ing in the Mt. Hood Hational Forest from 2 to T August 1977. Ae a member
_of the radio relsy team at Oak Orove Butte, he spotted smoke and upon
investigating discovered a blaze. He immedistely reported the fire and 1t
was subsequently suppressed with a minimum smount of damege to the area.
Sergeant Spaulding's alert reaction to this emergency reflects favorably
upon himself, his unit and the Btate of Oregon.

BY ORDER OF THE COVERNOH:

RICHARD A. MILLER
Major General
The Adjutant Genersl

DISTRIBUTION: Bpeelal



