National guard
invades WW

for annual camp
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Walla Walla residents may rest assured that the city is
somewhat prepared lor an enerny attack this week.

%ol {hat an attack is even remodely lkely. But that's
p:ﬂﬂth:mwﬁnmmmﬂrﬂaumlﬂwd
squadron is following this week al Walla Walla City-
County Adrport.

The 244th is from Portland and ls part of the 23nd
Combat Communications Group, whoss tnits are sproad
throughout the Northwest this week to simulate & wartime
atmosphere.

The group's purpose i8 to provide and operate com-
munications systems needed hu:uppurluuainﬁraﬂm.

vide suppart for & * tactical wnit operations center.”
Fﬂmmﬂeu for the operation, which began Monday,
is gt Four Lakes, an Air Force communications center
nesr Cheney, and another unlikely location for World War

11 to erigt-

Vans containing the communications equipment such as
gwitchboards, special telephone hoak mnlll:.h?i?g
are aic-conditioned — ot necessarily for the comfort of its
operator, but to protect 1t from hot weather, Some of the
equipment i eiassified and is nod for ol vilian eyes.
Three systems o help boost radio messages (o the

ather =g hawe heen estabiished on
imsoantain tops,

The pest is manned arousd-theclock, with the
squadron's 75 men taklng shifts,

Tukis said in & tree tactieal snvironment the trocks
M‘Lhﬂﬂmmmwnrhwﬁﬂd
viglnerable tp attack. Ideally, the squadron lilvoiac
hn#mﬁdmrug:rmmmpmtmuﬁh

, e sa

Thi aperation s part of the National Guard's 14-day
active duly surmmer Lra]::igiur-ngt‘am. | thi
operation ends Saturday, the will slick around for an
additional week to undergo training.

T he National Guard is composed of civilians, who aside
from their 14-day summer training period, are called to

two davs each month.
nod in wniform, Takis works for an electrondes
firm in Salern, Ore. He said the other men in the unil come
from all walks of life.

Tbenqu:hmdrwemmmrnrtuﬂuﬂaﬂﬂufmmm
home base in Portland Saturday, They are being sc-
cummodated al Whitman College's Prentiss Hall.

Normally, the squadron woald eat and sleep at the post,
but neither Takis nor any of the other men are com-

The talk of the camp hasn't been the military exercise,
e e Teting It bt been. fed,

L3 e 119 we've ever fl 2
noted Capt. Tvan Coykendall of Albany, Cre.



No enemy jets were attacking Wednesday afternoon, so S5gt. Lloyd Baker cau ght up on some reading at the
command post. Baker is one of 90 Air National Guardsmen from a Portland unit on communications training this

weak at the Walla Walla City-County Airport.




