BRAVE SHIELD XVII
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Twenby-pix members of the 244th Combat Communications Squadron went to
spouthern MWevada-California to participate in Brave Shield 17. The 2524 Combat
Communications Group was tasked with supplying communications Eor the Opositiom
Alr Force. The 244th had parsonnel daployed to Table Mp, Mevads, Irwin ralay
perched om cthe barren hille of Southeastern California and Lane Peak out of
Barsrow Califormia.
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hen ihe commander of a major command says he
couldn't operate without the Air National Guard, al
Air Guardsman have 10 feal proud and hulfilled

That is exacily what Maj. Gen Robert E. Sadler, com-
mander ol Alr Force Commumscations Senvice. has been
tefing everybody In recent spesches across thvi nation.

“Saveniy-live per cenl of my warime communications
capabify i% in eight ANG combal commumscalong groups
Wa couldn't get through an Active Duty year without them,
sail General Sadler. “Lasl year for exampla, ANG combat
communications groups deployed over 1,400 persons n
support of Joini Chéefs of Siall exercises Tha keény thing
|z that it was done superbly—as good as, if not befler ham,
tha Actrva loroe,”

One axample of this Air Mational Guard capability being
used in B JCS exwerdise was thia spring m ihe M agane
Desart, Ft Irwin, Calil, during Brave Shiedd XV

Thie exerciss was conducted on 642,000 acres, about 38
miles nofheast of Barstow. Calif. it involved 23,000 Re-
serve and Active Duty people from 14 bases in 11 slates

Mallis AFE formed the hub of a sprawling communicatndss
nad, with relay atetions alop Table Mountain, Erwin Ralay,
Ft. Erwin and Lene Peak, Snows came on one al the first
nights. Temperatures varied from a low of 25 degrees o a
high of 95 degrees. Sand and wind were constanlly presant

According to Capt. Henry Kaplan, 254th Combat Com-
munications Go., Tex, the ANG provided almost 75 per
cont of all the Air Foroe communications assets i Brave
Shisld XVIi using elements of e 162nd CCG from Califor-
nla. the 259nd CCG from Washington and Oregon. the
2R4th COG from Texas. Arkansas, Louisiana and Missiz
s, and the 281t GG from Rhode sland,

To Ik the SD0-mile-long communicalions network of
relay and reception sites spread throughout the California-
Movada desert areas, the 2548h deployed 26 commumnica-

i)
Bl

ty Garakd H. Smith
Stad Wnlar

lions-edectronics packages 10 three major operabing loca-
tions and séven remofe mountain sfles wsing 200 peopla

The commumcations packages provided radio, bedetyps,
ialaphone, microwayve and oiher fypes of communecatang
support casying command and control, bogistes and air
iraffic conral messages

Said Captain Kaplan, “The Ar Guard 3 o longer a
sacond-stang back-up force, but is a firsl-line combal ready
organization, ready 1o deploy woridwide within 48 to 72
howrs, Combal communecators such as thosa in the 254E
CCG prossde an increasingly Lwger padion ol the comm.
nicalions necessary 1o support Air Force deployments ¥

The 252nd GGG, siationed at Camp Murray near Ta-
coma, Wash,, is the largest communications und in the



Linited S1ates. It mowved five comvoys with over 200 Guards-
mien o fowr sibes in the area. Oflan, roads had o be leveled
1o anable te 252nd's heavy equipment and hugs antennas
io be posiionad on high points in regged terrain.

The first lew days of the exerciee proved crtical for the
252nd when a snowslorm rendered a microwave sysiam on
& mountan pesk inoperative, causing the 288nd's digital
substriber lerminal equipment o go down, B was lied 1o
lmes belonging 1o four commercial telephone  companies
and e Nellis commencial syatem. Howeaver, repairs wara
quickly made, and the exgrcise continued on schedule

“Thal was really our only serious problem, Duonng (e
gnfire Boersise, our réialebly rale was 8.7 per cent, in ong
of the lamgest communicalions networks we have ever sl
up,” said Colonel Towne, 252nd CCG commander

When General Sadler visited the exercise area he again
exiplled e virtuses of the Guardsmen by saying, |m wery
impressed with the capability and pertormance of our Air
Mational Guard combat communications units, Threa-
bowerths of our communicalions capaklily on this exercise is
in the Gasrd.”

Even morg interestng and perhaps jus! as sevealing
about the degree to which the Air Guard pliys a role in the
nebon's defense communications is that 21,000 Alr Guards:
men ara imvalvad in communications and elecironics

According to Mr. Joseph C. Clarcia, depuly chisl of
Communications and Elsctronics for the ANG, that means
20 per cant of all Air Guardsmen are involved in communi-
cations and elecironics

Tr:e-'!,' are scatterad From Alssks 1o Puero Rico, and from
Delawars to Hawsii. Thay are found in TE communicalions
support flights which are localad on the bases al thedr
parent liying units, Of the two speceal communicalions
squadrons, the 280ih &t Maxwell AFB, Ala works with an
Active Duty communicatons unit al Magwell, The other is
ihe 20000 af Sall Lake City, WMah. R provides around-the-
clock range amd weapons condrol for the Hill-Dugwen-

Fhagies by Lagd. Hanry Eamin

Wendowver renges in Uiah and Mevada with an eighi yéar
parfect flight safety record. Also, the only comial Gommu-
nications available to PACAF i provided by the 20151
C-ombat Communications Support Gp. in Hawaii,

Cimrcia says thal today, A Force communicabiond and
electronics equipment programming includes the Air Na-
tional Guasd st all times

Ma. Gen. John T Guice, directar, Alr Mational Guard,
stated, "Owr tachcal air contral groups can now deploy
thres completa tactical air condrol systems and bwo 1aclical
fair base wealher C & E systems. Our eambal commiunice-
tions wnits are equippsd with modern aquipment, and our
radar uris ara being equipped concurenly with the Active
units recesving the new thnee-dirmensional radar.”

There also are 18 electronice and installabon squadrons
prawickng enginesring and installation support in e ol of
50,000 mand ays each year at bases around the world,

General Sadier says these E & | squadrons provide him
with 50 per cent of his command's engineering and insial-
Iatlons capability. “Today they accomglish one out of every
nine hours of my engineering and instaliation work. During
the last three years they have averaged over 48,000
mandays of work each year, Withoot that effort, | would
hawve needed over 280 paople & have accomplished the
same work load, So, In gur business fhey are nol juest
providing & wanime cepability, they are replacing us in
paacelime.”

Barl gwen bestter than that, eccording to General Sadler, 5
the cosl alfectiveness of the inslallabion and engineering Air
Guardsmen, Although il eosls 58 melion & year io have ihis
ready force of Guardsmen, they returmn 35 méllon a year in
constructive work, That is, they pay Back 56 cems of every
dioler spent for having a warlime foree in regane

Swmming up his respect for tha Air Guard COMIMLNICE-
tors, General Sadier sasd, “No matier how wou look = A,
they are a good deal”

ABOVE LEFT: Track 27 iropospheric scalier ferminal anfenras atop Table

Mounisin provide an approprisle bechground far (LEFT) Maj. Gen, Rober E
Sadier, comdr,, A Force Communicalions Service, as he visils the command
post af the 28Znd Combatl Commuenications Gp., socompanied by Col. Mitton
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Towne, cowmdyr., 282nd CCGp. CENTER: This TRC-8T wide band rmdic
arownd the clock by members of ihe 254th CCGp., permitted field
commanders o have direc! scoess (o nalional command aulborities during
Brave Shield XV, BELOW:LL. Col. Fred Eodens, comdr., 255 CCSq., discusses
duty rosters with MEgl. George Kassiz, 285ih CCEg. and A 1 C Lisa Steel,

Z54th CCEq., in the orderfy roowm fent of the cantonment ares.




19 April 1978

Colonel Milton H. Towne
Commander

252 Combat Communications Group
Camp Murray, WA 98430

Dear Colonel Towne

I was really impressed with the job the 252nd and
its units from Washington and Oregon were doing at
Brave Shield XVII. Everyone loocked sharp and was
obviously highly motivated to provide the best sup-
port possible. This was the Air Guard's opportunity
to stand-up and shine - the 252nd sure didn't miss
it. Please pass along to all my thanks and best
wishes for continued success to all your troops.

W egard

odli

BERT E. SADLER
Ma jor General, USAF



UNITED STATES READINESS COMMAND
MACDILL AIR FORCE BASE, FLORIDA, 33608
Office of Reserve Components Advisor

4 May 1978

Colonel Milton H. Towne

Commander

252 Combat Communications Group (ANG)
Camp Murray, Tacoma, WA 98430

Dear Colonel Towne:

Upon the successful completion of Joint Readiness Exercise
BEAVE SHIELD 17, I would like to express my appreciation
for the outstanding performance of the 252 Combat Communi-
cations Group.

The professionalism, dedication and enthusiasm displayved by
your unit contributed greatly to the success of BRAVE SHIELD

17 and was noted by those senior officers visiting and
participating in the exercise. It certainly made me proud

+o be a member of the Total Force team. For your information,
the Air Reserve Force constituted 32.38% of the total Air Force
in the exercise.

The Commander in Chief, United States Readiness Command,
ig forwarding, under separate cover, Certificate(s) of
Appreciation.

I would appreciate a copy of your After Action Report for
my files. Often, these reports contain data and information
that would benefit future Air Reserve Force participants

in our exercises.

Warm gards,

WILLIAM G.
Colonel, USAF
Reserve Component Advisor
Cy to: TAG, Washington

National Guard

Readineis - Key lo Prace
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTENS J88TH TACTICAL FIGHTER Witi (TAC)
MDUNTARM HOME &IR FORCE BASE, IDAHD 83848

Colonel Donald E. Richards
Agsistant Adjutant General for Alr, Washingtom
Camp Murray, Tacoma, Washington 98430

Dear Colonel Richards

During the recently completed Joint Readiness Exercise Brave Shield XVII,
1 had the opportunity of serving as the Opposition Air Force Commander.

As you know, the 252d Combat Communicatiome Group, Washington Air Nactional
Guard, had the responsibility of providing the communications support

for HQ OPPAIR at Nellis AFE, NV.

The truly cutstanding support provided by the 252 CMBTCG contributed
significantly to the overall success of the OPPAIR cperation, both dur-
ing the E-3A Demonstration and Field Training Exercise phases of Brave
Shield XVII. 1 was very pleased with the responsive and timely manage-—
ment of programmed voice, radio, and record communications facilities.
In addition, the 252 CMBTCG provided the tactical multichannel wideband
conneéctively between HQ OPPAIR and the Opposition Direct Air Support
Center {DASC) at Ft Irwin, California. This wideband link had a sus-
tained reliability of over 99 percent throughout the axercise.

Please convey my persconal appreclation to the 252 CMBTCG Team Chief,

Colonel Benjamin W. Faber, and all the members of the 252 CHBTCG for £
their highly professional communications support to Oppositiom Adr Forces
during Brave Shield XVII. I look forward to working with the 252Zd again.

Sincerely

7 4

JOHN L. PICKITT, Colonel, USAF
Opposition Air Forces Commander



1st Ind to Dept of AF (Col Pickett) 1tr dtd 2 May 78
OTAG/AA 5 May 1978
TO: 252 CmbtCG/CC

1. I am very happy and proud to indorse Colonel Pickett's letter to
you and the members of the 252 CmbtCG.

2. I believe, without a doubt, the 252 CmbtCG is the best manned, best
trained and best performing Combat Communications Group in the total Air
Force/Afr National Guard structure.

3. Please extend my thanks to Colonel Faber, as well as each and every
member of each unit of your Group, for the dedication and professionalism
they have displayed over the past year, The great success of the Brave
Shield XVII exercise is proof that the Air National Guard is truly a
ready reserve force,

NALD E, RICHARDS
Colonel WA ANG
Assistant Adjutant General, Air



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
DETACHMENT 12, TAC COMM AREA
BERGSTROM AIR FORCE BASE, TEXAS 78743

8807 El Rey Blvd
Austin, TX 78737
03 May 1978

Colenel Milton H. Towne

Commander, 252 Combat Communications Group
Camp Murray

Tacoma, Washington 98430

Dear Colonel Towne:

Now that we've all returned from Brave Shield 17 and rested a
bit, I would like to take a few minutes and convey some words of
personal thanks and appreciation to you and all members of the
252 CMBTCG invelved in providing outstanding communications
support for the Opposition Alr Forces,

As you know, Brave Shield 17 was my first chance to work
directly with the 252nd, and I thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity,
I was impressed from the beginning-- i.e. during the planning
stages, Your personnel were highly interested, motivated and
aggressive in getting the task defined and accomplished. I really
appreciated your hosting the Opposition Communications Work-
shop at Camp Murray in February. This meeting proved to be
highly effective and laid the framework for all follow-on oppo-
sition force communications planning.

The most pleasant experience I encountered, however, was
actually working with the personnel of the 25Znd during the em-
ployment phase. I found all personnel--operations, maintenance,
power production and NCMO -- highly qualified and prefessional.
On many occasions, too numerous to reiterate, Il obtained fantas-
tic support from your personnel in resolving OPPAIR communi-
cations problems, I think the best way of summing it up is to say
that Colonel Pickitt was very satisfied with the OFPPAIR communi-
 cations support,



Although all of the personnel of the 252 CMBTCG provided out-
standing support, please pass along my sincere extra special
thanks to Colonel Wayne Faber; Lt Cols Jim Miller and George
Tupper; Majors Gene Katke, Keith Hallmark, Dick Farmer,
Harold Raymond and Dave Keller; and Captains Mike Reynolds,
Tom Holland, Bob Miller and George Sample; and Sergeants
Albertson, Cillick, Steiner, Buxton, Schwisow, Bostock, Norby,
Rivera, Frazer, Volhard, G, Smith, J. Smith, Wilbur, Boxum,
Shelton and Norberg.

Because I'll be leaving PCS for Maxwell AFB in July, I am not
sure when or if I'll have the chance to work again with the 252 CMBTCG.
I certainly hope so! The pleasure was mine.

Thanks again,

ROBERT G, GRAY
Major, USAF



UNITED STATES READINESS COMMAND
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMANDER IN CHIEF
MACDILL AIR FORCE BASE, FLORIDA 33508

18 May 1978

SUBJECT: Certificates - BRAVE SHIELD 17

The Adjutant General
Oregon National Guard
2150 Fairgrounds Road NE
Salem, OR 97303

1. The following units of your command participated in the
United States Readiness Command Joint Readiness Exercise
BRAVE SHIELD 17:

244th Combat Communications Sguadron

244th Combat Communications Flight

82d Support Center (RADO)

1042d Military Intelligence Company (Rerial Surveillance) (=)

2, Their professional performance and dedication contributed
greatly to the success of BRAVE SHIELD 17. It is a pleasure
to forward the inclosed certificates for presentation to
these units. ;

3. Please extend my congratulations for a job well done.
Their performance strengthens the Total Force policy.

4 Incls

Certificates Genaral, USAF

Deputy Commander in Chief

Headineir Koy fa Pear
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5G3 (18 May T8) lst Ind
SUBJECT: Certificates - BRAYE SHIELD 17

Military Department, State of Oregon, Salem, OR 97303 28 June 1978
THRU: Commander, Oregon ANG, PIAF, Portland, OR 97218

TO: Commander, 244th Combat Comm Sg, PIAP, Portland, OR ©7218

It is a distinct pleasure to forward correspondence of this nature.

The assistance you rendered too the success of BRAVE SHIELD 17 enhances
the prestige of the Oregon National Guard and those who serve in it, I

add my personal congratulations for a 11 dane,
M

RICHARD A, MILLER
Mnjor General
The Adjutant Ceneral

Znd Ind 8 July 1978

Hgq OreANG/CC
TO: 244 CMHETCS

1 am very pleased to add my comments to those expressed by Lieutenant
General Johm J. Burns, Deputy Commander in Chief, US Readiness Command.
Once agaln your unit has demonstrated superior qualities of mission effec=
tiveness, equal to, and in some cases much better than our partners in the
total force. Please extend my congratulations to the men and women of
your fine organization for your most notewor thy achievement.

{1JAHWJL¢j£ﬂIC#§;1~1#f
CHARLES A. SAMS, Colonel, OreANG
Chief of Staff, OreANG
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Renhshc Tramlng &i SEEI'.I*
in BRAVE SHIELD M Y ox Iﬂ*

a Key Not. Only to i
Readiness, ':t#h ec

1 : 9
ke Bt
T i

¥ continuing serie :,i»f : Shml&" joint readiness trn.mmg' exer-
cises in: ‘California’s Mojave | BE&EH during April of this year, Guard and
- Reserve forces accounted for 24 pie‘r cent of the total exercise force.
Even if many of the troops involved did share their tents and C-rations
with sam;i. scorpions, rattlesnakes and chilling ‘winds, most seemed to

Ll t'.alee it in stride and appeared to be hﬁprpsaed that the desert environ-

ment provided an unusual backdrop for trmmng,z

7 More than 4,400 of the 25,500 participantsin Brave Shield 17 came from
the Army Natmnal Guard (2,286) and the Air National Guard (2,143) —
‘the largest participation of Guard personnel in any USREDCOM exercise
since before the Vietnam buildup.

First Lieutenant Roger Moseley, acting commander of Fresno's 2668th
Transportation Company, California ARNG, said: “This is the first time
since I've been in the company that our annual field training hasn't been
held in summer. It's a welcome change. Working with the active Army
gives us a chance to compare our perfermance and our readiness with
theirs. And frem what 1've seen here, we can hold our own anytime.”

Mﬂseley seemed to express the sentiments of most Guardsmen that
nperﬂmg as part of an entire eross-section of a joint air-ground combat
foree, oppesing similarly constituted forces, lends considerable spice to
field training, as well as added incentive tn do a good job in [‘Dm}'IdI'IE'EIH
with the active force.”

The consensus s that the Guard did-well.

W % heard nothing but compliments on Guard and Reserve units in
the exercise,” said Lieutenant General J. J. Burns, USAF deputy com-
mander in chlef of USREDCOM, who directed the exercise.

“These comments came not uﬂly from commanders of major units in

|
S - [Ty

- i
a freelrine writer, (8 baadtin Tow R A
I Aﬁ H&:u"EMr ANG u_fjl"l:l:.t'r el sglent ELuﬂrﬁj ke
péart oo tha dnfurauedion x!d,l!'l':"q."'[ SREDCOM at Mae-
Bl AFB ] - .

“Juwe 1978 L - s - 5



the oppoging forees, but alao from our exercise control-
lers and evalontors. They played by the rules, and did
a great job'”

USREDCOM s limited to four joint trainlng exer-
vises & year, totaling fewer than 100,44 participante,
Although the Ukellbood of the average Guard unit
being picked to take part in a joint readiness exercigs
may be small, the Guard shares with the active force
the congidersble benefits of USREDCOM exercises ug
laboratories for testing new concepts and technigues,

UBREINOM Is not the only unified command bo in-
clude Army wnd Alr Guard wnits in its feld training
exepeises, The Atlantic Command, at Norfolk, VA,
whose Army and Alr Forve compenent commanders
gre the same oy for USREDCOM — the commanders of
FORSCOM and TAC — employe Guard units, Becnuse
its exercise locations are in the sastern U8, and
Puerto Rico it draws most units fram the east,

The European and Paclfic Commands also eall on
Guard units. Mogt of them are Air Guard flying units,
berause they provide their own means of transporta-
Lion. It may cost as much, if not mare, to move an Alr
Guard squndren as a comperable-sized ground unit,
but flying from point to point provides an added di-
mengion to their readiness troining.

To keep expenses down, USREDCOM alternates
exarcise locations between east and west, north and
gouth, to give more units an opportunity for selection.

As each projected exerclse survives the early-year
ruts, State Adiutants General ave invited to nominate
unfts degignated by FORSCOM and TAC as eligible,
Ideally this occurs at least a year in mdvance of the
axercise date, to give individual Guardsmen time to
glenr their military leave dates with employers.

It appenre unlikely that an entire ARNG division
will be chosen for &8 USREDCOM exercise ginee the
limit of four exercises & vear makes (L difflcult for the
Army to meel its goal of echaduling each CONTS ae-
tive Army division for & JTX every other year.

In practice, UBREDCOM seldom employs an entire
getive division, unless the exercise s being conduetad
nt the division’s home stntion. If any substantisl
movement 18 required, ene brigede of the divisien,
fleahed out with other eloments, aetive and reserve, is
gsed. This ie sdequnte to peovide the division com-
mander and his stnff an opportunity to gain experi-
ernce in joint operations, and to apply the lessons
learned to other brigndes in the division, while spread-
ing the bepefits of joint training among as muny dhi-
fetent units ne possible.

This system enables a variety of smaller Guard and
Reserve units to participate,

Maoreover, the variety of combat support unite in the
Guard and Reserve are needed to augment the active
foree, This imcreases the chances of being selectod
{See the aecompanying story on Guard units employed
in Brave Shield 17.3

In contrast to the ARNG, however, it is o rave Air
Guard unit that performs its annual two-week feld
training in o strictly Guard environment today. The
ANG iz more likely to perform its annual training
tours In the far corners of the workl,

It would be difficalt, If not imposgible, for the 1.5
unified eommands to vonduct exercizes and combat
aperatione without them. Consider these facts:

Brave Shield 17:

The Brave Shield 17 seenaria
called for & brignde headguar-
ters and twe battalions of the
Gth Infantry Division, from Fort
Lewis, Wash,. Lo simulate »
heavily mochanized force such
az= the Warsaw Pact might throw
agrinst NATIL

The bth was beefed up with
the 2d Battallon, 160th Infantry
(Mechinized), California ARNG,
wn element of the 40th Infantry
Division {Mechanized). The
Arizona ARNG provided the 2d
Battalion, 180th Fiuld Artillery,
of Douglas, Ariz., squipped with
158-mim self-propelled howitzers,

Two brigade hendguarters of
the Army's Tth Infantry Divi-
glon. Fart Ord, Calif, with foor
maneuver battalions were casi
in the role of the MATO furce. Ta
help defend against enemy
fighters, it employed Battery I,
2d Battalion, dith Alr Defense
Artillery, New Mexica ARNG,
from Alamoguerdo.

The 1042d Militury [ntelli-
genee Company (Aerial Burvell
innee) of the Oregon @ ARNG,
from Salem, flew ite Mohowlks
(W18 and O with side-lechking
pirborie sadar and worked for
hath sides!

Army Guard and Reserve
units made up 70 percent of the
tatal strength of the U8, Avmy's
let Combat Support Comoand
from Fort Brage. N.C. charpged
with serving both friendly and
appogition forees.

On the Guard side, these in-
cluded the 1a8th Supply and
Gervices Battalion of Phoonix,
Ariz., with its 222d Generml Sup-
ply Company, 355th Malnte
nance Company (L), and 153th
Finance Detachment; the 1B5th
Tranaportation Battalion,
Freane, Cnlif, and three of its
light/medium truck companies
— 2568th of Presno, 1118th of
Sarramento, and 223 of Doug-
Ins, Ariz.: and the 206th Military
Folice: Battalion of Kansas City,
Mo, and two of its MP com-
panies, the 1138th {Fleasant
Hill} and 11415t {8t Claire),
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The ARNG/ANG Role

The [ib6th Maintensgnce Hat-
talion of Snnte Fe, N M., with its
fd42d Maimtenance Company
{Las Croces) and 116th {River-
ton, Utahd and the 78Teh Medieal
Detachment, helicopter wmba-
lanee {Sante Fe), rounded out
the Guprd augmentation of
COBCOM totaling 1388 officers
nnid enlisted personnel.

Finally, ARMNG contributed
the 13th Public Affalrs De
tachment of Salt Lake City,
Utah, with 13 members, and an
11-man Special Operations De-
tachmeant 2068 from Company A,
fith Special Forees Battalion, of
Glenn Arm, b,

Alr Guard involvement

On the nir side, Brave Shield
17T marked the first operational
test of USAF's E-3A airborne
warning wmnd control system
(AWACS) plrerall in & combat
role, As o preamble to the exer-
plge {tzell, UERREDCOM put to-
gethier the blggest mock air war
in a decade io show off the
E-3A'a capabilities to the Saecre-
tary of Defense and other senior
military leaders in Washington.

More than 00 tnctical wir-
eraft, including wirtually every
type in the TAD inventory,
mixed i up n an alr trene some
500 miles in dinmeter. The E-3A
diroeted B Friendly fighters,
mqulh’ USAF's newest, the F-15
Eagle, agalnst an asttecking
loeee of 237 aireraft — F-de, F-bs,
A-Ta, F-1iMha, and F-105z, many of
thiem from the Air Guard.

The 130th Tactical Fighter
Squadron of Buckley ANG Base,
Calo,, and 188th TFS of Kirtland
AFB, N.M.. each flew 18 A-Te
against the E-1A and F-15s, A
dozen RF-4CE oach came from
the 130th Tee Recon Squadron of
Fowen Field, [daho, and 1824
TRE of Reno, Nev. These Guard
nirernft apparently did an excsl-
lent joh for purposes of the dem-
onstration, but all suceumbsed Lo
B directed F-15 attacks;

Haolf o dozen ANG sguadrons
prowided elght KC-1356 tankers to

fronbipned on page #5)
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® The Air Guard provides T4 percent of the 15, Air
Foree's capability in combat eommuonicationa. It pro-
vides 16 percent of the USAF tanker-refueling capahl-
ity, # percentage thet is inceeasing almost daily ns
mare unite convert to the KC-136,

* Together, the Alr Guard and Air Force Ressrve
provide 61 pereent of all tactical aiclife, 60 percent of
air defonse Interceptors, $1 percent of all tactical
fighters, 47 percent of tactieal reconnaissanee, 37 per-
eent of tneticel aly suppoert, 36 percent of 4iF rescoe and
recovery and weather recennakssance, & percent of
spucial operations gunships, 3 percent of special op-
erations helleopters, 43 percent of peromadicnl airlife.

# The Military Airlift Command depends on the
Guard and Reserve for fully 45 percent of its strategic
airlift capability, represented in associnte squadrons
that fly the enme nireraft ns wctive duty MAC crews.
Pazsengers in MAC's globe-girdling transporis today
cannaot know whether their nir erew is from Lhe aelive
or reserve forces without msking — and frequently
they wonld find a mixture of both on the Might deck.
Thie same rtic n.p]:l.'ir.p. L suppori crEws an the Frownd,
larak by the Alrlift Command Element (ALCE). teams
that receive and dispatch MAC tranzport and their
paylonds, supported by mechanles, refueling crews,
carge handlars, prisenger serviee technleians, even
thoae who prsapure nrd p;nl:ﬂg'ﬁ inﬂig’ht menls.

# Alr Guard tactieal airlift C-15 units alternate
with the Alr Reserve in providing all tactien] airlift for
the 1.5, Southern Command. The Guonrd Mies one
guarter, the Reserve the next, covering mueh of South
Amerten in the course of a g unrier.

Huil, I'.huuih most of Lhe Alr Guoord s fn-q_ﬂuht]_\'
palled on to work with aetive forees, there remalns the
problem af finding ways to provide more readistic joint
training for nll Gouurd units elosor to home.

It &5 the challenge af mieabing nnd nwrpmmlng an
opposing foree thet breathos life iote USREDCOM
exercises and reqguires the particlpating Guard unlts
Lo put tnto practice the skills and technigoes they have
developed In months and years of weekend drills,

The USREDBCOM stall spends a year or mare on de-
tabbed plannlng for each of its exercises, each designed
in part as a test lnboratory for new equipment and
technigques, and each bullding on lessons learned from
previous exercises, The seenario is designed to reflect
real world situations — in Eurcpe, the Middle Emst.
Africa, or the far north. USsREDMOM planners are in
fraquent eontact with their counterparts in ether un-
tfied eommands, assombling datn on the teetical prob-
loms fueing operetional units on the frontiers of the
free world, worklng them into the exercise plan, and
forwarding recommendations to the operational com-
prands, through the JCB, on pessible solutions.

it takes many manhours of planning and coordins-
tion to develop this kind of scenaria, but it {8 titee well
apent in puaranteeing a payoff for the participating
forces and in adapting to a real life gituation the les
aonA learned in the exercise laboratory,

Raalistic trpining is the key not only to combaet rewd-
imess but, ns many studies have shown, to 'pr:rrul‘l]ng'
and petention as well. The more realistie, and E]gt'llﬂ-
cunt, the treining glven Guardsmen, the more they got
out af it, and the moere it balsters the Guard’s vital role
in nations] defense.
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244th takes

Foar membars of the
244th Conbat Comm
Sgquadron, March was a
month of checking. re-
checking, packing,
traveling, and parti-
cipacing in war games.

Eighty mexbers of
the Squadron are Eak-
img part in Brave
Shield 17, & war exer=
clse being conducted
near Fr. Iowln in
goutheastern Califor-
nia. During the mid-
dle parc of March,
unlt membetrs speat tha

2_44th C(_:F captain ‘mu&s mnunt;ins‘

Captain Denanis Jen—
kine 1a, if not the
only, certalnly cne of
the fow mesbers of the
Oregon AdT Haciomal
Guard who can literally
move mountains.

Captaln Jenkina,
Chisf of Haintenance for
tha 244th Combat Comm
Flight, supervised a
mouncaln-leveling oper—
ation at Fo. Iewln,
Califernia, during the
middle of Harch.

"Hell, we ddn't ac—
tually level a mountain,

better part of a week
conducting quality In=
surance checks of all
fiald comunicarion
equilpment to be used
in the BAODEUWWETS .

"The objective af
"Brave Shiald 17" 4=
to develop a joint-
readiness training for
selected active, ro—
serwve and Afr Watlonal
Guard wnits," Captaln
Dennis Jenkins, Chisf
of Maintenanes, noted.
"Thies 1s a bilg program,
Wa'te told more than
30,000 troops will be
inwvalved in the opera-

—

just moved it aroumd a
bit," Captain Jenkins
admitted. "We were pre-
paring a commumication
gite for the upcoming
"Brave Shield 17" mili=
tary exercise. The hill
gelected for the commmi-
catien alts was really
rocky and there wasn't
enough Toom Lo put in
pur communication ralay
REAT .
Bo, we had to move the
rocks aromd with sx-
ploaives."

Captals Jankina was

pa?t in Brave Shield 17

tion. Our Teaponsi=
bility is to provide
communication systems
for both sides durlng
the exercise. It's
really golog to tAx our
ablliey, but that's how
you learm. It abould
be an interesting three
weeks "

Half of the 24&th
permomnel will be as=
aigned to Hellis AFH
near Las Vegas, Revada
and the other half
will be assigned Eo
varicus communlcation
Fites acocund the FL.
Irwin peservation.

the slte commander for
the operation, directlng
tha sctions of the U, 5.
Army's 13rh Englneercing
Bactalion.

ihen the exe=rcise
bagins - Lavolving
33,000 troops £rem the
Marines, Army and Alr
Force — this gipe, Hill
5299, will be the maln
communication relay
gite for the wvarious
Marine, Army and AlT
Force bases partici-
pating in the military
gemes, It's an Lmpor-
tant exercies, Ooe
would like [0 believe
that they brought the
Air Hational Goard In
£ et up the communi-
cation site because they
wanked to make sure Lt
was done correctly.
Howsver, 1 asupposa
that's somethlng of a
partisan apinion."”



Move planned
by military
in vehicles

S MAR 1Y

Portland Air Base will resemble
World War II days Monday and Tues-
day as military vehicles from Belling-
ham, Seattle, Tacoma and Spokane join
those of the Oregon Air National Guard
here prior to moving to California and

Nevada for training.

More than 65 vehicles, ranging in size
from quarter-ton trucks to five-ton
tractors, will participate in a four-day
move to the training areas, departing
Portland Tuesday.

The first will depart at 6 a.m. with
other groups following at 20-minute in-
tervals. Overnite stops are planned at
Medford, Sacramento and Bakersfield,
Calif.

Five communications squadrons and
two flights, including Portland’s 244th
Combat Communications Squadron and
Flight, will participate in the exercise.
With the 252d Combat Communications
" Group, headquartered in Camp Murray,
Wash., they will provide communica-
tions for joint service exercise Brave
Shield XVII to be held in the Nevada-
California desert.
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