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Deborah Lee, left, assistant secretary of defense In charge of reserve forces shakes hand with a member
of the 224th Combat Communications Squadron Tuesday afternoon at Camp Rilea in Warrenton.

Detense official visits-Rilea training

Air Guard, National Guard, '

U.S. Air Force train together
By CATHY PETERSON
Of The Daily Astorian

Eagle Strike ‘04, a 10-day Air National Guard
annual field traming exercise, wraps up this week 41
Camp Rilea.

The exercise, which was coordinated and directed
by the 224th Combat Communications Squadron hased
in Portland, marks the first time that the Air National
Giuard, LS. Air Force and Army National Guard per-
sonnel have trained together in a field environment.

More than 300 people have attended classes and par-
ticipated in exercises on everything from fiber optics
o chemical warfare since the training storted last
week. Camp Rilea staff have hosted people from 17
organizations nationwide and as far away as Pucrio
Rico.

Peter Harmis, a captain with the 224th, said the
squadron worked on the exercise for months before the
soldiers took the Camp Rilea grounds last week. He
described the exercise, with its 60-plus classes offered,
as a "small college."

i 4 “We hope this will be emulated elsewhere,” he

said,

Trainees have taken some time to have fun as well
as work, Hamis said, Saturday was Family Day and a
!Rt:ru from the 224th participated in the Hood to Coast

ay.

Tuesday brought ancther event to Camp Riles: a
visit from Deborah Lee, the assistant secretary of
defense in charge of reserve forces. Lee and her tray-
eling party touched down briefly during the exercise
Lo tour the installation. She reporls to Sccrctary of
Defense William Perry and has overall responsibility
fior the National Guard and reserve forces.

Lee called the Eagle Strike ‘94 exercise and others
like it “very imporant opportunities for hands-on
training.”

She said that although defense funding was uncer-
tain, the Clinton administration stood firm on provid-
ing money for training and ceniers such as Camp
Rilea. Weapons would be taken out of budgets before
people, Lee said.

“Money in the defense arena is tight,” she said. 1
would say, in terms of readiness, that training dollars
remain firm.”
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TSgL Bruce Brunsiead, 244th Combal Communications Squadron, welcomes
Under Secretary of Defense for Reserve Affairs Deborah Lee fo Eagle Strike '94.

Eagle Strike '94:

A college for combat
communicators

“It was amazing
how these people from
all over the country
were brought together
to train as combat
communicators,

- ARt Fow [ oo rros

" Pho oy W, Fick Roues
Master Sergeants Jim Gotcher and Rober Kehler

erect a TSSR wide band radio for ground tele-
phone communications.
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By Capt. Mike Allegre o
T 2eed B0 Preddie Ay Officer =

It was like a college campus when neau
300 traditional guard members, federal tecl-
niciane, and active duty combsit commai-
calors from 17 units converped on Camp
Rilsa Aug 23 They were there fo atiznd
clags— litgrally.

Chief Master Sgi. Ron Lamberion, 244th
Combat Communications Squadron, had a
vision fo train members m lds wnit and
cilers and share tnformateon. The resuld 1
was the development of “Eagle Strike "4"
— a school house, festuring 33 differen
coyrses, combinad with a hands-ai iruining
BEENEMD,

"It was pmazing how thase people from
all over the country were brought together to
train as combat communicators.”™
Lambarton said.

With all the new “digital” communi-
cations equiprei Wnits are receiving, traim-
ing for that equipment hos been limited and
o one knew how o gat it By combining the
respurces of many units who associate di-
rectly and indirectly with each other, irains
ing clisses were established and course
linves were developed

Some of 1he state-of-the-ar equipmizni
used inclided: satellive, wide hand and high
frequensy syslems, message distribution ter-
minals, telephons switches, and system con-
trod units:

Lamberion said mstructors for oll the
different courses wers drawn from active
duty and Air Wational Guard wnits, and
everyone feceived A class schedule The
pecasion provided & time to sharpen techni-
cal gkills while sharing expariences and
making nenw friends,

“Tt waas like siening up for collzge coursey
You picked the traaming vow needed and you
were assigned classes for one week, sor of
like an intense course of sudy yow maght
receive at a college withowt petting, the
college credits,” he said

The courses were all geared fo “combad
comm” needs with everything from swiich-
board and radio training, to schooling on
miessare processing, and satellis uphinking,
There were four phases of training lond,
deploy and setup; clzssroom and hands-
COMMUNICAtIon Sysiems operaiions;
redeployment. u

B Flaass hem o
EAGLE. pags 3
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EANGUS national conference lands in Portland

¥ SrA. Mot Eabe B
\_,;:-.-JFr; Pablac Affrs

Poritland was the site of the 23rd Annual
Enligied Association of the National Guard
of the United States MNational Conference
(EANGUS), August 28-31,

More than 1,200 people, including cur-
rent and retired National Guard members
and spouses, flocked 1o the Beaver State o
take part in the festivities and important
business that is part of the annusl grlering,

Retired Army Sergeant Major Howard
Palnyer, chairman of this year’s conference,
siid the event wase 3 hupe success.

“The pzople who were gither voluniesrs
or aread to take over other people’s posi-
ticis af responsibility just did an ouistand-
ing job,” Palmer acknowledged.

“There are 23 committees that are in-
volved inaconference like this. [took those
23 and broke them up inte four groups,
wiich made it a little aasier to controd,”™ he
added. 1 can’t say enough what a great job
the |54 valumeers did 1 éwa them a great

al of gratimde,™

.... = i

The confarence bagan Sunday with state
delegates and attendees arriving by military
airlift and by car. The aciual “kick-aff™
wits not until Monday morning

“We had a big picnic over 3t Vanoouver
Barracks on Sunday. Evervone i our geo-
eraphic area{ Cakiformia, Washungton, Idaho,
Hawail) helped with thoi,” sad Palmer.
“We had barbecue, salmon, bleegrass mig-
sic and an Indian dance group from the
Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs. It
was a well planned event.”

Tha rest of the time incleded touring the
sights, a hospitality night where attendises

could mingle with members from other states
and test their “native”™ cuigine’s, and vot-
ing on resolutions to be delivered o Con-
fligei

“There was also the voting in of new
officers,” Palmer added. “It happens every
other year.”

The conference ended with an all-states
banguiat.

“It"s very formal. Everyone gets dressed
up,” he noded. “Everyone enjovs them-
salvas.”

A conferance of this magnitude atiracis
WIPe This year's honored guests incladed
Undsr Secretary of Defense for Reserve
Affaire Deborah Les, May, Gen Edward D
Baca, Director, MNationgl Guard Burean,
Cheryl Bowen, Executive Dirsctor for Em-
plover Support for ihe Guard and Reserve,
Maj. Gen, John R. D Araujo Jr., Director,
Aarmy Natonal Goard; Bog. Gen. Paul A
Weaver, Deputy Director, Air Mational
Guard; and Maj. Gen. Baymond F. Baes,
Chregon's Adjutant General

Mext year's EANGUS conference is
scheduled o be held in Orlando, Fla

“EAGLE: Event draws nearly 300

W Canbrwed from page 2

Lamberon, an Air Guard member for 39
vears, snid once other unils heard of Eagle
Sinke the nombers of those wanting (o
participate wenl from 50 10 almost 300, Ha
added that the comments he and other wnit
coordinators got back since the training
have been tremendous

It was college campus with figld condi-
tions, sied TSg1. Mike Fitzgerald, 24440
CBCh

“I'm a refrigeration person who was
released to go to courses. | learned how to
mezasre the resistance for eleciricity in dif-
ferent bypes of soil (o l2arn the proper place-
ment of rods for grounding mabile units,
Different sols have different slectncal re-
gistance values, sa if vou don't place them
properly there may be an aceident

AIR =
NATIGNAL

Sialf St Judy Riley, 244th CBCS, said
even a5 3 unit cook, il was excibing

“It was a challenge becaus: of some
varylig diel requirements wath vaetarians.
We werealso cookmgoffthe Army’s 14-day
men, which was inleresting ™

The traiming also drew the anenton of
dignitares from ihe Pentagon too, Under
Secretary of Defense for Raserve AfTurs,
Deborah Les, was esconedon atourby May,
Gen, Raymond F, Rees, the Oregon Adju-
fanl General, Les was in Oregon atiending
the EANGLIE Mational Conference

Cher units involved in Eagle Sirike
included: Chegon's [04th and 116th Adr
Control Squadrons, 272nd CBCS, 242 CBCS
from Spokane, Wash . 143rd CBCS, Se-
attle, 256th CBCS and 173rd MESF, Camp

Americars At Their Best,

Murray, Waeh,; §2nd LG, MceChord AFB,
Wash,; 105th ACS, Chenay, Wash | 262nd
CBCS, Bellingham, Wash ; 3lsa CBCS,
Tinker AFB, Okla.; 1415t ACS, Puarno Riog,
2Tth C5, Cannon AFB, M M., 141at Secus-
rity Police 5q., Fairchild AFB, Wash ; and
the 1{64h and 10%th ACSs, Salt Lake Ciry,
Ltah.

Ag ke operateons supenintendent for
Eagle Strike, Lamberton was not alone in
the planning process. He said SMEpt. Gary
Chandler, and Master Sergeants Vern Esty,
Don MacAdams, Scott O'Neil, and Greg
Wood deserve plenty of credit for their
effarts,

"People really roceived some quality
training. and these puys really worked o
make it happen.”

Air National Guard
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244th¥ru nners
go the distance

By Capt. Mike Allegre
142ud KT Puhlic Affairs Oficer

Right in the middle of their unit"s annual
training period, 12 gutsy runners from the
244th Combat Communications Squadron
(CBCS) at Partland Air Base teamed up io
compbete the 193 miles of the annual Hood
to Coast Relay, Aug 27-18,

Team “Die Cuando Ef U™ turmed ina
timms of 30 hours, 15 minutes and 22 ssconds
runming, in the men’s corporate open class
during the annual trek from Timberline
Lodge o Seasids,

With permission from their commandsr,
Le. Cal, Wayne Green, the runners and four
drivers exited their training, competed at
the pwo-day race, and then returned to com-
plete their two-week commitment at Camg
Rilea This was the second conseoupive yesr
the 244tk CBCS enfered a team.

“We were dedicaied to the fun &5 3 1eam
and we turned in a decent time, so we're
pleased ™ caid team eapiain, SrA Borny
Sandy. “We'll be even betler next year.”

Each member ran three legs of the mace
ranging, from 3.6 to 7.1 miles in length
Siaff Sergeants Danve Banlen and Mike
Seefll averaged the fastest team imes par-
mile with af 7:21 and &:36 respectively,

Hood to Coast Relay Team Dic Quando Et Ubi: (Froml rowg Stall Sergeants
Teresa VWhalen and Judy Riley, 15t L1 Joel Oren, 2nd Lt, Wesley Risher, and S5t
Dave Bartlett. (Back row) Senior Airmen Ted Sleffan and Bonny Sandy, Bob
Connars, Siaff Sergeants Russell Fay and Mike Steffl, and SrA. Marcus Rowley.

Capt. John Peterson was not available for the team phalo,

The team nanss ks aleo the unit's motto,
which is from the Latin meamnag “When
and Whera."

“Blot anly &re these airmen commitied
toour umit, they realso commitizd as aleam
to 3 goal,” sxid Lt Col. Green. “T'm very
prowd of their efforis and for their achisve-
mient.”

Sancy said all team members coninb-
uted fo their swecses Oiber runrers in-
cluded: Capt John Peterson, 1st Lo Joel

Race Walkers dominate local races

By Capt. Mike Allegre
4 2wl FUF Puhiie Affairs Oficer

You see them racing and you may won-
der — how do they walk, er,., fun liks tha?

Couple along stride with afocussad heel-
ioe step, add a Hitle gpeed and vou are race
walking.

While the racers appear to ba geing
nirwhen= real Fast, the exertion and compe=
iition invohved is tremendous, according o
hiSgr, Jerry Ford, 142nd Maintenance
Sguadron (MXE), Fard capiains the unit’s
race walk team, the “Eagle Striders” and
the group has almesdy mads a domimst
impression on other local compsetitors

The Striders have won their last two
bt Faces in comwincing fashiom. They
were second in the grusling Ponland 1o
Const walk, which is part af the annual Hood

io Cioasi Relay,

In July, the Siriders completed the 100
miiles babwesiy Tentid and Oeean Shares,
Wash, , in the Raimer 1o Pacifie rape with &
fotal time of 18 hours, 16 minuotes. They
finighed 10 minutes ahead of the second
place 12am, the Northwest Race Walkers,
and over two and-one-hall houre ahead of
lastyear's champions. Team members racad
thre=s legs of varving distances from 3 1o 7.4
miles.

“This team is a competitive team. We
tramn all vear round and want te work out.
W keep getting better,” Ford said, “and
each of us have roles on the team, We race
well 1og=ther,”

During the Portland to Coast race, Aug,,
27-2%, the Striders got out of the blocks first
and kead mast of the way. They sat the pace
for all 120 teams and pulled away st theend,

Creii; 2nd L1 Wes Risher;, Z4aff Sergeanis
Russell Fay, Mike Steffl, Judy Riley, and
Teresa Whalen, Senior Airmen Marcus
Rowley and Ted Steffan, and Mr. Bob
Connars.

Sandy also gave credit to s host af valun-
teers and four feam dnvers, Muaster Sef-
geanis Vern Esty and Conrad Spens, TSgL
Dennis Rese and 55z Jack Fead, “These
people and the support of the entire 2444k
really made it all happen for us,” she said

I Beneide, Ford broke the tape first with
ateam trme of 22: 54, Thai was o fiinule
fazter than last year's second place finish,
even thoagh the course was thres milss
largear,

The race was gratifying for the tzam. et
fior Ford in partecular,

“] passed and beat, Jahn Hanan, the guy
who's my race walk mentor, down the stretch
in that cne" he said smiling. Hanan cap-
tains the Northwest Race Walkers 1eam,

*We aleo had o replace bag beam mem-
bers the day before the rece becawss of
illness. Staff Sgt. Jeanne Saxton came inthe
lagt minute and raced in the hoties part of
the day and did a wonderful job Keith
Shanmon toak 2 fall that ended up being a
forward body roll. He never lost stride.”™

W Flemss ban o
AACE WALK, page &




